
Guards Trophy Championship 

Round 5 – Oulton Park Gold Cup – 25/26th July 2025 

 

Qualifying: 

The Guards Trophy made a welcome return to the picturesque circuit of Oulton Park for the Gold Cup, 
celebrating sixty years of local manufacturer Chevron, after a brief hiatus from the event in recent 
years.  

Continuing with their qualifying dominance, Ben and Robert Tusting took their fourth pole of the season 
in the Lenham P69 Spider despite the use of only three fully functioning gears! Lining up beside them 
and looking to defend his Gold Cup win from 2022, came the first of the Chevrons with Steve Nuttall’s 
road-turned-race car B8.  

Despite a loose oil union, Westie Mitchell and Sam Mitchell (Chevron B8) posted a 1:50.259 on their 
third and final lap of qualifying to start in third. Ted Pearson and Callum Grant (Chevron B8) took fourth 
spot on the grid, with Dan Pickett and Dan Eagling (Chevron B16) qualifying in fifth after suffering with a 
misfire costing them three seconds a lap on average. 

In sixth was Dan Balfour (Chevron B8), followed by Scottish father and son duo Russell and Elliott 
Paterson in their Ginetta G16. After his dominant and recent win at Brands Hatch, Andrew Hibberd 
placed his Lotus 23B eighth on the grid, followed by Hugh and Mark Colman in their black Chevron B8. 
The McLaren M1A returned to the grid in the hands of Andrew Wareing and Adam Sykes to round out the 
top ten. 

The highest qualifying GT car was driven by Alistair Dyson (Jaguar E-type) in fifteenth overall; however, 
after sustaining damage from a touch with the barriers, Dyson unfortunately had to withdraw from the 
race. This promoted Katsu Kubota and Andrew Middlehurst (Lotus 26R Elan) as the highest-placed GT 
car, qualifying in nineteenth but starting eighteenth.  

 

 

 



Race: 

As the cars rolled off the start, Steve Nuttall powered down the straight to Old Hall to take the lead from 
Robert Tusting on the outside to lead by almost three seconds by the end of the first lap. Sam Mitchell 
then set his eyes on the Lenham, overtaking Tusting on lap two; once past the Lenham, Mitchell 
immediately began his hunt for Nuttall, putting in three fastest laps in a row. In response, Nuttall upped 
his pace to stay clear of the 2024 Goodwood Surtees Trophy-winning Chevron B8.  

Further back, ‘70s and Historic Road Sports race winner, Elliott Paterson, pressured Dan Pickett for 
seventh before Pickett spun at Knickerbrook, falling down seven places to fourteenth, and allowing 
Paterson through, who then overtook Andrew Hibberd for sixth on the same lap. 

 

By lap seven, Nuttall’s response to Mitchell’s charge kept him 4.5 seconds clear; however, an electrical 
plug to coil failure on lap eight meant that Nuttall’s race sadly ended prematurely near Cascades. As 
Mitchell inherited the lead, a battle for third ensued between Tusting and Dan Balfour, with Ted Pearson 
and Elliott Paterson close on the sidelines waiting to capitalise on any errors made. The leader of the 
pack, Robert Tusting, however, left the other three to battle amongst themselves, timing his entry into 
the pits to perfection, entering just as the pit window opened to complete the precise 71.9-second, line-
to-line minimum pit time and to hand over to son Ben. Whilst Tusting pitted, Paterson overtook Pearson 
for third, creating over a one-second gap between the two by the end of the lap, and then began chasing 
down Balfour and succeeding with his quest on lap thirteen. 

A lap later, racing was neutralised as the safety car came out due to Nick Thompson (Chevron B6) going 
into the gravel at Druids Corner whilst overtaking his son Chris (MGB). Once out of the gravel, Nick 
Thompson made his way back to the pits under his own steam, whilst twelve drivers took the 
opportunity to conduct their pit stops during the safety car period to minimise lost time. 

Racing resumed at the end of lap seventeen as the safety car pulled back into the pits. With a bunched-
up grid, Westie Mitchell, who replaced his son Sam in the leading Chevron B8, tried to pull clear of the 
pack to keep his lead. However, Ben Tusting and Dan Balfour had other ideas!  



 

As the drivers began their eighteenth lap, Tusting tried to make a move on Mitchell, coming up the inside 
of the B8 at The Avenue and Dentons whilst, unbeknownst to Tusting, Balfour came up the inside of him 
at Cascades. Ultimately, Tusting came out in the lead, with Balfour in second and Mitchell in third. 
Callum Grant, meanwhile, had made his way through the back markers, catching Mitchell later in in the 
lap to claim third.  

Just outside the podium positions, Dan Eagling, having taken over from Pickett, made up an impressive 
six places on lap nineteen to find himself in sixth. Not satisfied with sixth position though, Eagling went 
on an almighty charge, cutting the gap from 6 seconds at the start of lap twenty-one to 1.3 seconds by 
the end of it! By the first sector of lap twenty-two, Eagling joined Andrew Hibberd and Mitchell in the 
battle for fourth, coming up the side of Hibberd at Lakeside to take fifth and Mitchell in the latter part of 
the circuit for fourth.  

 

 



Out in front, all seemed comfortable for the front three until Callum Grant’s late charge, closing in on 
Dan Balfour by a second a lap on average, and then snatched second under braking at Old Hall as the 
final lap commenced. 

As the twenty-fourth and final lap came to an end, Ben Tusting crossed the line to win the Gold Cup 
Guards Trophy (alongside his father Robert), making the Lenham P69 Spider the first non-Chevron car to 
win at the Gold Cup since 2012. Callum Grant crossed the line in second, adding to his double win in 
Formula Junior, alongside Ted Pearson, with Dan Balfour in third.  

 

Dan Eagling came home in fourth to give him and Dan Pickett the SRC class win, whilst Andrew Hibberd 
finished in fifth to win the SRA class. Westie and Sam Mitchell finished in sixth as Hugh Colman just 
managed to hold off Joel Hopwood as the two almost crossed the line in parallel for seventh. Ashley 
Hudson came home in ninth and, rounding out the top ten, Andrew Wareing and Adam Sykes 
maintained their qualifying position to give the McLaren M1A an SRD class win.  

In the GT classes, the pairing of Katsu Kubota and Andrew Middlehurst won the GTA class, coming home 
in fourteenth. Chris Thompson and Ben Tilley took the GTB class win, finishing twentieth overall.  

Next up, HSCC Finals at Silverstone, where the Guards championship will conclude on 11th - 12th 
October for the 2025 season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Full race result: 

 

  

 

 

Words by Ellie-May Taylor, photos by Motorsport Classic Media. 


